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Do you ever get excited about your 

plans for the weekend or a day off 

when you get to decide what that 

day will look like?  The feeling of 

being empowered to decide when, 

where, what and how you will do 

the things that are of interest to 

you.  Well, here at Lincoln Elemen-

tary we have been working hard 

over the past 3 years to transform 

the school experience toward one 

of empowering learners.  For us, 

empowerment is about the stu-

dent being the “agent” (or “person 

with an active role” in learning) 

rather than the teacher. When a 

teacher lectures and students take 

notes or when a teacher assigns 

worksheets and students complete 

them, the teacher is the active 

agent… the one in the driver’s seat 

– or the one doing the heavy lifting 

(to use two common metaphors). 

But when the students are empow-

ered, the student is making, cre-

ating, doing, sharing, collaborating, 

and publishing in ways that are 

meaningful to them, using real-

world tools.  This year we will be 

featuring more information on em-

powering our learners as well as 

examples of how this is happen-

ing.  Please connect with our dis-

trict media 

sources as 

you will see 

our entire dis-

trict is shifting 

towards the 

empower-

ment of our 

learners.  

 

Empowerment 
By Principal Shawn Galvin 

Shawn Galvin, Principal 

Like us on Facebook 

Like our Facebook page to be reminded of 

lots of special activities and opportunities 

for you to be involved at Lincoln.  

Throughout the year we will be posting 

specific ways we intentionally choose 

to empower students. 
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We encourage every family to 

attend Parent Teacher conferences 

October 25-26 to meet with your 

child’s teacher and discuss the pro-

gress your child is making in the 

classroom.  October 25 during the 

day staff 

will have 

Professional Development. Then 

conferences are Wednesday even-

ing and all day Thursday.   

The Lincoln PTA hosts a Scholastic 

Book Fair during conferences to 

provide us with hundreds of chil-

dren’s books to sell at school. Stu-

dents and parents are invited to 

visit the book fair during confer-

ence times to browse and make 

book purchases. Take advantage of 

this opportunity to help your chil-

dren choose good books while 

helping our PTA. Profits from the 

book fair help our PTA support our 

students and classrooms.  

Parent Teacher Conferences and PTA Book Fair 

It is unbelievable, but something 

has happened to Professor Cos-

mo.  What has happened you 

ask?  A cast of Lincoln Elementary 

students explain in the play called 

The Strange Case of Professor Cos-

mo.  The play is a kick-off celebra-

tion of a STEM unit that all stu-

dents at Lincoln will participate in 

the second trimester. Some inter-

esting features to look for are lots 

of inventing, creating, and gamifi-

cation.  In fact, all our students 

have become set designers for the 

play and our 4th and 5th graders 

are becoming video editors. That’s 

right, our play will be taped, 

turned into a video, then into a 

movie.    

“The Strange Case of  Professor Cosmo” 

 

Wednesday, Oct 25 7:45 am—4:00 pm Teacher Development / No School 
   4:00 pm—8:00 pm Conferences  
Thursday, Oct 26 8:00 am—7:00 pm Conferences / No School 
Friday, Oct 27  No School for Students & Staff 

Our Library Media Center (LMC) is 

excited to introduce Open Campus 

from 2:00 to 2:30 each day. Stu-

dents are welcomed into the li-

brary for whatever they might 

need. Whether it's a quiet place to 

work, using library resources, cre-

ating, researching, checking out a 

book, etc. they are welcome to do 

so during this time. Our purpose is 

to have the library be a place that 

fits into our school vision better 

while trying to personalize the li-

brary space to meet the needs of 

all students.  The Innovation Spe-

cialist or LMC paraprofessionals 

will be in the library during this 

time, but they will be there to act 

as a guide to students. The stu-

dents will be able to think, create, 

and work independently.   

LMC Open Campus 
A Great Example of  Student Empowerment 

NO 
SCHOOL  
October 
25, 26, 27  



The 4th and 5th Graders recently began 
a 40 Book Challenge.  They are creating 
a board to encourage reading any-
where.  Students and staff found oppor-
tunities to photo-
graph themselves 
reading in unique 
places and shared it 
to encourage our 
learners.  Some of 
our  staff created this 
Wild About Reading 
Video  to empower 
students to be crea-
tive and unique in 
owning their read-

ing experiences. Fourth and fifth grad-
ers were challenged to read 40  books 
this year. These learners (below) were 
caught rising to the challenge!  

Wild About Reading 
A Great Example of  Student Empowerment 

Click link to watch video. 

 

 

 

After a great campaign with artistic posters (see below) 
and creative speeches, the results of our Student Coun-
cil election have been announced. Thanks to Student 

Council advisors for creating this 
student government opportunity. 
Thanks to all who participated for 

a job well done!  The 2017-18 leaders are: 
 Lillian Bailey  President 
 Lilly Kellyer  Vice President 
 Alli Flippin  Secretary 
The monthly meeting for student council repre-
sentatives is on the third Wednesday of each 

month, before school at 
7:50 a.m.  

Student Council 
A Great Example of  Student Empowerment 

 

 

  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4IyT_LKp8QsNG50ZDI4SjUxNGc2c0dTNXQzdGU1eUtuVEIw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4IyT_LKp8QsNG50ZDI4SjUxNGc2c0dTNXQzdGU1eUtuVEIw/view?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/LincolnJanesville/


Leadership among our staff will start 

reading a book and participating in a 

book study to continue to build our un-

derstanding of student empowerment.  

The book titled Empower: What Hap-

pens When Students Own Their Own 

Learning is by John Spencer and A.J. 

Juliani.  Lincoln teachers will present at a 

conference this month, “Personalized 

Learning Convening”, where A.J. Juliani 

is the keynote speaker. 

From the book’s Forward: 
 “Helping students find their own paths—not  

the ones we set out for them—has always 

been the focus of education, yet we need to be 

more explicit about this path.  A.J.  Juliani and 

John Spencer do a great job of sharing why 

empowering our students is not only im-

portant in our world today but crucial.  As they 

state, this is about shifting our mindset, which 

will ultimately lead to students not only be-

lieving they can change the world, but doing it 

because of school.” 

Book Study 

This year in Team Epic (5th grade), students 

are challenged to use their creativity, innova-

tion, and collaboration in order to meet crite-

ria for Lego Challenges.  Lego Challenges  are 

created aligned with curriculum to  encourage 

learners to expand their problem-solving skills.  

In the Lego Challenge pictured (right), these 

learners were challenged to create their dream 

playground.   

LEGO Challenge  
A Great Example of   
Student Empowerment 

Mark your calendar now for the four times this 

year Lincoln PTA hosts a Scoopie Night At Court 

Street Culvers.  We receive 105%of all sales be-

tween 4-8pm the first Scoopie nights and a grand 

20% of all sales on the final May night.  

 

Scoopie Night 

Tuesday, 10/17 

Wednesday 12/13 

Tuesday 2/13 

Wednesday, 5/9 



Child Find Notice 

Lincoln Apparel Online Store 

“The school district must locate, 
identify and evaluate all resident 
children with disabilities, includ-
ing children with disabilities 
attending private schools, regard-
less of the severity of their disa-
bilities.” The school district has a 
special education program to lo-
cate and screen all children with 
suspected disabilities who are res-
idents of the district and who 
have not graduated from high 
school. Upon request the school 
district will screen any resident 
child who has not graduated high 
school to determine whether a 
special education referral is ap-
propriate. A request may be made 
by contacting Kimberli 
Peerenboom, Director of Pupil 
Services for the School District of 
Janesville at 743-5061, or by 
writing her at 527 S. Franklin St., 
Janesville WI 53548. 

Annually the district conducts 
developmental screening of pre-

school children. Each child’s mo-
tor, communication and social 
skills are observed at various play 
areas. Each child is weighed and 
measured, and the child’s hearing 
and vision is checked. The infor-
mation is used to provide the par-
ent with a profile of their child’s 
current development and to pro-
vide suggestions for follow up ac-
tivities. Parents learn about com-
munity services available to them 
and speak with representatives of 
agencies serving families. The in-
formation from screening is also 
used to determine whether a 
child should be evaluated for a 
suspected disability. When school 
staff reasonably believe a child is 
a child with a disability, they refer 
the child for evaluation by a 
school district Individualized Edu-
cation Program (IEP) team. Devel-
opmental screening will be a part 
of the kindergarten screening this 
Spring. Watch for dates at your 

local school. 

A physician, nurse, psychologist, 
social worker or administrator of 
a social agency who reasonably 
believes a child brought to him or 
her for services is a child with a 
disability has a legal duty to re-
port the child to the school dis-
trict in which the child resides. 
Before referring the child, the 
person making the referral must 
inform the child’s parents that the 
referral will be made. The referral 
must be in writing and include the 
reason why the person believes 
the child is a child with a disabil-
ity. Others who reasonably be-
lieve a child is a child with a disa-
bility may also refer the child to 
the school district in which the 
child resides. A referral of a child 
residing in the School District of 
Janesville may be sent to Kimberli 
Peerenboom at the school district 
address above.” 

As the weather is cooling down many 

of you have asked about getting some 

warmer Lincoln gear. Principal Galvin 

has just the solution. He added our 

new mountain logo and many new 

items to our Lincoln Spirit wear Online 

Store. The online store has many 

items in both our lion logo and also in 

our new mountain logo so check it out 

at the link below. All sales, shipping, 

and questions should be addressed 

straight to Queensboro. Start saving 

at our Online Store now as they offer 

frequent discounted deals. Click the 

link to our Lincoln Online Apparel 

Store to shop.  

https://lincolnjanesville.qbstores.com/OC/SF4924
https://lincolnjanesville.qbstores.com/OC/SF4924


Request for School Transfer/Placement within SDJ Areas 
Intra-District Transfers 
Due to Move: 

If you move within the School District of Janesville dur-

ing the school year and wish to remain at your current 

school please ask the school office for a Request to Re-

main in Current School Following Move to New Attend-

ance Area Form (Blue).  Complete the form and return it 

to the school office. 

Due to Parent Choice: 

If you wish to apply to have your student transferred/

placed in another school within the district next school 

year (2017-2018), please ask the school office for a 

School Transfer/Placement Within the School District 

Form (Goldenrod).  Completed forms will be accepted 

from December 1 through December 15, 2016 only.  

Submit your Request for School Transfer/Placement 

Within the School District Form (Goldenrod) to your 

home school attendance area office.    Parents applying 

for Requests for School Transfer/Placement Within the 

School District will be notified of approval or disapproval 

by January 16, 2017.  Parents applying for Requests for 

School Transfer/Placement Within the School District for 

incoming Kindergarten students will be notified of ap-

proval  or non-approval after they have enrolled their 

child during the Kindergarten Enrollment period with 

the New Student Enrollment Office.  If you have ques-

tions, please contact 

the school office of 

your home school 

attendance area.  

Open Enrollment Public School Choice 
District to District Transfers 

If during the school year, you move outside the School 

District of Janesville and you wish to remain at your cur-

rent school please contact the Administrative Services 

office at 743-5006 and request a tuition waiver form 

within two weeks of your move.  This will allow you to 

be eligible to attend your current school for the remain-

der of the current year tuition free.  If your move occurs 

prior to February, you will also need to complete an 

open enrollment application.  Application instructions 

are provided to the School District of Janesville by the 

Department of Public Instruction (DPI) and should be 

available by mid January 2017.  This year applications 

will be accepted February 6 – April 28, 2017.   

If you have questions regarding Open Enrollment or 

Public School Choice please contact the Administrative 

Service Office at 743-5006.   

 


